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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Status 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1 and 3-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1 and 3-21 is/are rejected. 
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8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, witli respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 and 3-21 
under Johnson have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of newly found prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lemelson (6058323). Lemelson disclose a medical imaging system and method 
comprising a patient support surface, an imaging apparatus with a chamber to receive a 
portion of a patient to be imaged with a support table, which is adjustable relative to the 
support surface (abstract, col. 7 lines 5-15, col. 10 lines). The system also includes 
sensors to indicate orientation of the patient (col. 10 lines 12-30 lines 37-40). 

4. Claims 5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Matzuk 
(3964296). Matzuk disclose an ultrasound scanner assembly comprising a base, a 
drum rotating on the base for receiving a portion of a patient (col. 4 lines 19-30 lines 61- 
68, col. 5 lines 8-22), a transducer head rotating with the drum and displaced relative to 
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the drum along an axis parallel to the axis of rotation, said head including a plurality of 
transducers each operable to propagate a wave along an axis of propagation to receive 
signals from respective focal zones spaced relative to one another along said axis of 
propagation (col. 4 lines 54-60, col. 5 lines 33-35). The scanner assembly Includes 
overlapping focal zones and data from each signal in overlapping portions of the focal 
zones is compared to conform the signals to a common base (col. 26 lines 32-43). The 
system including adjusting means to assist with specific positioning of the scanner with 
respect to the specimen, (col. 8 lines 50-58). 

Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baisakhi Roy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 a.m. - 4p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,299 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3737 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




